
 

July 15, 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
As we enter into the middle of the summer with much uncertainty concerning the potential start of the school year, I 
would like to communicate with you and share the most up to date district information.  Our goal as I have stated in 
an earlier letter is to open up school on time in late August, while practicing as much social distancing as feasibly 
possible.  The administration of the Mountain View School District has been working diligently on a daily basis to 
continue to refine our social distancing strategies, mainly focusing on our buses, classrooms, and hallways.  Both the 
elementary and high school have individual health and safety plans.  These specific health and safety plans have 
been posted on our website for you to review.  These plans take a deep dive into our goals for social distancing, 
cleaning and sanitizing practices, posted signage strategies, and how we will monitor student and staff safety. 
 
Upon starting as superintendent in July, I sent out a community survey to ask for your feedback about opening up 
school in the fall and about some safety measures the school district was considering.  The response was 
tremendously positive with 548 overall responses, along with pages of individual responses and perspectives.  I want 
to thank all of you for taking the time to complete this survey and sharing your thoughts.  Your feedback helped set 
the focus for our administrative direction.  Some highlights from the survey include: 45% percent of parents would 
be willing to drive their children to and from school to help with social distancing, 66% percent of parents would 
send their children to school in the fall, and over 25% percent of parents responded as a maybe while waiting to see 
the health and safety protocols.  I will share the rest of the survey at our next school board meeting.  With a high 
percentage of parents willing to transport their children, we can ensure better social distancing on the buses.  Thank 
you! 
 
We are continuing to prepare our classrooms by removing as much unessential furniture and material so we can 
spread student desks as far as possible.  Many parents have been asking about how we as a district are going to 
handle wearing face masks.  The information, guidelines and rules on this topic have been changing on a weekly 
basis.  As we get closer to the start of school, we will share our guidelines for students and faculty members related 
to wearing face coverings and masks. 
 
Our administration is also preparing alternative educational plans for K-12 if we are shut down by the state or local 
government due to a spike of COVID-19 cases.  Further, we are also preparing several possible hybrid educational 
approaches if we need to close school temporarily due to a possible COVID-19 case.  In the next couple of weeks, 
we will decide on the best possible alternative educational approach, if a closure were to occur.  As soon as a 
decision is made, we will thoroughly communicate the plan so your family can be as prepared as possible.  The 
reason for waiting is to appropriately act on the most up-to-date information and guidelines to ensure the safety of 
everyone. 
 
Starting next week, you will begin to receive weekly updates from your child’s principal.  Our goal is to be as 
transparent as possible and to partner with you as we tackle this crisis together as a community.  Please reach out to 
your child’s principal at any time to communicate any specific details, thoughts, ideas, and/or concerns related to 
your child and the school building.  Finally, please feel free to reach out to me anytime by email at melia@mvsd.net 
or by phone at (570) 434-2180.  We could not do this without your help, support and feedback.  Thank you! 
 
Sincerely, 
Dr. Michael S. Elia 
Superintendent of Schools 
Mountain View School District 
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